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Procedures and mechanisms facilitating

the implementation of the Convention:
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IMPLEMENTATION REPORT SUBMITTED BY LATVIA

Article 10, paragraph 2, of the Convention requires the Parties, at their meetings, to keep
under continuous review the implementation of the Convention on the basis of regular
reporting by the Parties. Through decision 1/8, the Meeting of the Parties established a
reporting mechanism whereby each Party is requested to submit a report to each meeting of
the Parties on the legislative, regulatory and other measures taken to implement the
Convention, and their practical implementation, according to a reporting format annexed to
the decision. For each meeting, the secretariat is requested to prepare a synthesis report
summarizing the progress made and identifying any significant trends, challenges and
solutions. The reporting mechanism was further developed through decision 11/10, which
addressed, inter alia, the issue of how to prepare the second and subsequent reports.




Page 2
. PROCESSBY WHICH THISREPORT HASBEEN PREPARED

1. This document is based on the second Latvian rejpoftugust 2010 respective Aarhus
Conventior (the Convention) articles, reporting issues armegpt from the second report were
combined in a table. On 30 August 2010 a letter seand to all responsible ministries and
Environmental Consulting Council (ECC), invitingupdate the report. Draft document was
prepared on 10 November 2010, which was sent testrias, ECC and non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), and open to public discussio 7 December 2010. A meeting to
publicly discuss the draft report was held on 1&é&ber 2010.

. PARTICULAR CIRCUMSTANCES RELEVANT FOR UNDERSTANDING
THE REPORT

2. The Convention is ratified by the Law on the Aar@evention on Access to

Information, Public Participation in Decision-magiand Access to Justice in Environmental
Matters, passed by the Parliament on 18 April 2002 Convention’s requirements are
integrated in various legislative acts, the mogiartent being the Environmental Protection Law
(EPL) (in force as of 29 November 2006), the LawEmvironmental Impact Assessment

(EIAL), the Law on Pollution, the Administrativedeess Law (APL), the Territorial Planning
Law and the Construction Law. At the same timeividdials can refer in court to the
Convention as an international legal act, sinceibdtas ratified it and it has become effective.
All these laws are available online at: www.likuimi.

3. This national report shows the situation as of 8dbeber 2010.

1. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMPLEMENTING
THE GENERAL PROVISIONSIN PARAGRAPHS 2, 3,4, 7 AND 8 OF ARTICLE 3

Article 3, paragraph 2

4.  Section 8 of the Satversme (Constitution of theu®dp of Latvia; hereinafter -
Constitution) regulates human rights, i.e. rigbtedquality, justice and freedom of speech
(including the rights to freely obtain, hold andtdbute information and to express opinions),
rights to participate in public activities (hereites, public authorities means also municipalities)
and rights to apply in public authorities with subsions and to receive responses.

5.  According to Article 115 of the Constitution, thea& protects everyone’s rights to live in
beneficial environment, to reporting on environnaéigbnditions and to care for their
maintenance and improvement. This law obliges tageSo ensure an efficient environmental
protection system, but individuals are entitle@mwironmental information and to participate in
environmental decision-making.

! Convention on Access to Information, Public Papadion in Decision-making and Access to Justice in
Environmental Matters.
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6. According to the EPL (art. 10, para. 3, subparath®) authorities appoint an officer
responsible for the provision of assistance requiginformation searcher, and if necessary, for
formulating the request.

7. The Information Transparency Law (ITL) describes tlonditions for provision of
information.

8. Availability of information in public authoritiesiregulated also by the APL, which
governs the public legal relationship between ttaéeSand private individuals. The APL (Art.54,
para. 1) provides that if a request is receivethfeoprivate person regarding administrative
process, the authority is obliged to provide trspeetive information held by them (an exception
is if the information is legally classified as mésted information). The APL (Art. 56, para. 5 and
Art. 98) also provides for the authority’s obligatito provide an applicant with the required
information or other assistance for a successidlwtion of the issue.

9. Administrative acts (including those passed by emmental authorities) can be appealed
in accordance with the APL. An appeal proceduiadgated in each administrative act issued.

10. On 17 December 2009 tiizeospatial Information Law was adopted. On thesbafsthe
said law access to geospatial information helduiylip authorities will be ensured via geoportal.

11. The Latvian State Web portalwvw.latvija.lv is publicly available. The purpose of the
portal is to ensure access to Latvian public aitiest internet resources and centralized access
to electronic services provided by different ingtiins. Majority of e-services are already
available at the portal.

12. Public authorities’ homepages provide the oppotyuia ask questions that have to be
answered in legally set deadlines.

13. Structural units or officials within institutionsearesponsible for maintaining contact with
the public.

14. Article 10 of the State Administration StructureAléSASL) stipulates basic principles
promoting use of procedural rights by the publicluding the principle of good administration.

15. Foundation “Latvian Judicial Training Centre” prdgs continuing education for judges
and court employees. It develops education prograsnsets education priorities considering
various circumstances, including topicality of tegue, controversial case-law, etc.

16. Within the framework of inter-institutional coopéiom a two-day workshop on access to
justice pillar of the Convention was held in Mag®08 for judges of the Constitutional Court
and administrative courts. An informative matetfatcess to Justice in Environmental Matters”
was issued afterwards.

17. Draft regulatory enactments drafted by the MinistifEnvironment (MOE) are posted on
the MOE’s home page for public commentaries twokser advance of their announcement at
the meeting of State secretaries (i.e., starttefiimstitutional deliberations). Information oreth
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relevant draft regulatory enactment’s developmepieirmanently refreshed, including the actual
draft, thus enabling the public to express its viewthe draft.

Article 3, paragraph 3

18. The Latvian Environmental Protection Fund (LEPRrgwear provides financing for the
environmental education and information projectsee LEPF, which manages income from the
State budget and, indirectly, natural resourcesatiocates financing through tenders, including
to projects submitted by NGOs to promote environtalgorotection.

19. LEPF Consultative Council, which is composed of rhems delegated by NGOs and
institutions associated with development of envinental education and environmental science,
participates with a deliberate function in decisioaking on allocation of financing.

20. Financing allocated in 2008-2010:

(a) under the project guideline “Environmental Ealimn and Training”: 166 projects (LVL 723
993/ EUR 1 034 274);

(b) under the project guideline, “Activities of tMass Media and Publishing in the Field of
Environmental Education and Training”: 31 projdc¥l. 911 042 / EUR 1 301 487).

21. Promotion of environmental education and environtaleaawareness is also done through:

(@ Informative (including electronic) publishingpnferences, thematic events,
exhibitions, competitions, excursions, lecturesdhools and practical training at the Natural
History Museum of Latvia, National Botanic GardenSpecially Protected Nature Territories
and elsewhere;

(b) volunteer work at specially protected naturettaies, regular public joint work,
involving children, youth, celebrities and soldiefdNational Armed Forces and Civil Guards;

(c) Public activities, e.g. the annual campaignivVv&Water” to protect spawning fishes;

(d) The programme of Blue Flags as well as Greagd;lotherwise called eco-
schooling;

(e) Programme for young environmental reporters;

(H Competition for the best environmental jourstind best-kept parish;

(g) Activities of Environmental Education and SaerCouncil (established by the
EPL);

(h) Operation of the Latvian Environmental Intetpt®n Service;

() Annual days devoted to environmental issues, €limate Change and
Environmental Days;

() Increase of support for study places and fimagicdevelopment of new professions
promoting environmental protection (e.g. specialistecotourism, environmental technologies)
as well as development of State general second@ugadion and State standard in elementary
education, and informal education programmes fattad

22. Legislative acts are explained in the mass media.
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23. A cooperation protocol on education for sustainalgeelopment was signed by the
Ministry of Education and Science and the UNESC@&tvian National Commission.

24. An upgrading of the education system is ongoing, ianludes improvement of secondary
education teachers’ professional qualifications eineducation programmes as well as the
system for lifelong education and educational emnnent.

25. Although not mentioned in other legislative actie EPL provides that “environmental
education” must cover issues of environmental arstibsnable development education.

26. Environmental awareness among the public is beisgd also through exemptions from
natural resources tax payment system. One of théitbons for exemption from natural
resources tax is obligation of industry to impletngublic involvement and information
activities on the necessity of collection, sortamgl appropriate recycling of environmentally
hazardous goods and used packaging.

27. State Environmental Service may involve public emvinental inspectors — persons
authorized by the State Environmental Serviceenvironmental control in accordance with the
EPL. In 2008 around 145 public environmental inspescparticipated in inspectors’ training; in
2009 - 60.

28. More than 80 youth organizations are active in laatparticipating in the development of
national policy and social work, representing tbath. For example, organizations “Jaunatnes
vizija” (Vision of Youth), “Radi vidi pats” (Createrizironment Yourself), etc.

Article 3, paragraph 4

29. The segment of the public that promotes environaigarbtection has been allocated wide
rights to access to environmental information, lagment and legal protection, without any
criteria being set for NGOs. Regarding this, themeo separate NGO recognition procedure
introduced in the country, and there is no needtfor

30. Activities of NGOs, including registration thereof,the Republic of Latvia are governed,
inter alia, by the Associations and Foundations Law.

31. Information regarding associations and foundatierentered into the Register of
Associations and Foundations (the Register). Aryentthe Register is made on the basis of an
application or the adjudication of a court. Offisiaf the Register authority take a decision
regarding the making of an entry, refusal to makemtry or postponing of the making of an
entry in the Register within seven days of the ipgaaf an application. A Register authority
official takes a decision within the same time timgigarding the making of an entry in the
Register on the basis of the adjudication of att@dutate fee of LVL 8 (EUR 11) has to be
paid for an entry in the Register.

2 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cult@aganization.
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32. LEPF is the main local environmental protection haatgsm for the financing and support
of the public, including NGOs. LEPF financing haeh allocated to implementation of different
projects in the domain of environmental protection:
(a) in 2008: 116 NGO projects were financed (LvVD44 969 / EUR 1 492 812);

(b) in 2009: 39 NGO projects were financed (LVL 438 / EUR 622 350);

(c) in 2010: 8 NGO projects were financed (LVL 1251 / EUR 179 930).

33. The MOE participates in and supports an annuahfioofiLatvian environmental NGOs
and professional associations.

34. To promote cooperation between public authorities ublic, the ECC was established,
which is comprised of representatives of 20 NGOS(S are also represented, e.g. in the
Councils of Specially Protected Nature Territoriggricultural and Environmental Protection,
Forest Consulting, River Basin Management and Riadi&afety, as well as in the Biologic
Safety Coordination Centre.

35. According to Chapter VI of the SASL, public authi@$ have the right to transfer certain
tasks, along with allocated financing, to NGOs. § hactivities of these organizations are also
stimulated, e.g. Engure Lake nature park is managexh NGO.

36. NGOs are involved in development of nature protecplans, as well as in working
groups for development of policy documents and leggry enactments.

Article 3, paragraph 7

37. Latvia is following the activities of the Convemie Expert Group for Public Participation
in International Forums

38. Respective specialists have been informed aboulthaty Guidelines and have been
invited to apply the principles of access to infatian, participation and justice in their
implementation of other international conventions.

39. Public participation is ensured in accordance Wiinagraph 7 of the Cabinet of Ministers
(CM) Regulation No.96 “Procedures, by which theiblzl Position of the Republic of Latvia
shall be Developed, Harmonised, Approved and Upliat®atters of the European Union” of 3
February 2009 and Paragraph 12 of the CM Regul&tmi@07 “Regulations on the
Development of Documents for the Purpose of Primtecif State Development Goals in
International Organizations, the Harmonisation, Appl and Update Procedure thereof” of 3
August 2010. The relevant provisions stipulate thatresponsible institution shall ensure the
development, update and harmonisation of the Stafétial position with other responsible
authorities, local governments, social partnergaaizations, associations and foundations.

40. Although NGO members are seldom included in delegatepresenting the State in
international environmental negotiations, environtabNGOs have the opportunity to comment
Latvia’s national positions. Representatives ofiemmental NGOs have been involved, for
example, in COP14 and COP15 meetings of_theed Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change.
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41. ECC is informed on the planned activities duringedlepment of the MOE annual work
plan. ECC has the opportunity to provide comments.

Article 3, paragraph 8

42. The principle that no legal activity can be pungiseenforced in Article 1 of the
Constitution. The rights covered by the Conventiomenforced in State legislative acts,
including Articles 92 and 115 of the Constitution.

43. ltis directly stated that no civil claims for dages can be raised against a person who has
exercised his or her rights by applying in admmaiste court (EPL, Article 9, para. 5, and APL,
Article 4, para. 4).

IV. OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF ARTICLE 3

44. In view of the ECC, rejection of a proposal to eagdfectiveness of public authorities by
centralized issuing of permits in order to enswadigipation of specialists in the relevant fietd i
an obstacle. The proposal was considered. Howtheprinciple that preparation of permits
takes place as close as possible to the publicecned, e.g., at a Regional Environmental Board
(REB), was preserved.

45. Public information campaigns implemented by Statérenmental institutions on
different environmental protection issues have elesed in 2009-2010. Allocation of financing
to public environmental education as well as infiblel of State support for raising
environmental awareness has become more limit2608-2010. This is attributable to the
limited resources of the State budget.

V. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
GENERAL PROVISIONSOF ARTICLE 3

46. According to the Law on the Latvian Republic’s im&tional Agreements, the CM is
responsible for execution of international agreenodtigations. Should an international
agreement approved by the Parliament contain @ifeeisions than in Latvian legislative acts,
the conditions of the international agreement(g)yapAll international agreements and their
Latvian translations are published in the offi¢galrnal of the Republic of Latvia.

47. During implementation of various projects, reseamnt publications on the public’s rights
and the improvement of judicial system, as welbashe information society, were prepared.

48. Latvia hosted the third meeting of the Partieh®Convention in Riga, in June 2008. The
organization and progress of the meeting facikitateeper understanding by the public and
public authorities of the Convention’s purpose @sdmplementation.
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49. On 10 June 2010 the Parliament approved the SaslaiDevelopment Strategy of Latvia
until 2030 (the Strategy). One of its strategimpiples is public participation, including in
environmental matters.

50. In 2008 Environmental State Bureau (ESB) implem#at@roject “Securing the operation
of Aarhus Convention in Latvia” in order to providaluable information to the public on the
implemented environmental impact assessments (ElAg)Xo make Latvia a full-fledged
participant in international EIAs and public dissias meetings.

51. The public may engage in direct discussions wighNtembers of Parliament at the
website gudrasgalvas.lv

VI. WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
ARTICLE 3

52. www.vidm.gov.lv, www.mk.gov.lv, www.zinisavastiesibas./www.vitila.gov.lv,
www.lvaf.gov.lv, www.tm.gov.lv, www.reclatvija.lvy www.daba.gov.lywww.lhei.lv,
www.latvija.lv, www.eps.gov.lywww.adazinatura.lwwww.mod.gov.lv www.apa.ly
www.muzizglitiba.lvy www.jaunatneslietas.jwww.vamoic.gov.ly www.dabasmuzejs.gov:lv
www.vvd.gov.lv, gudrasgalvas.|v.

VIl. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURESIMPLEMENTING
THE PROVISIONS ON ACCESSTO ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION IN
ARTICLE 4

Relevant definitions

53. Environmental information is defined in paragraghot Article 1 of the EPL. Article 1 of
SASL defines a “public authority”, but Article 1@ the EPL states that authorities are bound by
the requirement of providing environmental inforraat EPL Article 6 explains the meaning of
“public”. This explanation has no discriminatorygnéctions (see also comments to Article 5).

54. Inthe ITL, paragraph 1 of Article 10 provides tigaherally available information is
provided to anyone willing to receive it, by coresishg the equality of persons. The purpose of
this Law is to ensure that the public has accesgdomation, which is at the disposal of
institutions or which an institution in conformiyith its competence has a duty to create. This
Law determines uniform procedures by which priyagesons are entitled to obtain information
from an institution and to utilise it.

55. On 1 January 2008 the Law of Applications ententd force.lts purpose is téacilitate
participation of private persons in state admiatédin. The law determines procedures by which
private persons file applications and institutiewamine and respond thereto.

56. Paragraphs 22, 38 of the CM Regulation No.1148rfidipality Territorial Planning
Regulations” of 6 October 2009; Articles 21, 26,82id 82 of the Law on Municipalities.
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57. The purpose of the State limited liability compd&hgtvian Environment, Geology and
Meteorology Centre” (LEGMC), established in 20@9jnter alia, to ensure collection and
dissemination of environmental information to thuiblic and public authorities. LEGMC carries
out the respective duties in accordance with adzeien Contract on the basis of which MOE
delegates to LEGMC certain administrative tasks.

Article 4, paragraph 1

58. Conditions and procedure for issue and denialfofimation are set by the ITL. According
to Article 10 of the EPL environmental informatitivat is at the disposal of public authorities
shall be provided to the public.

59. Paragraph 2 of Article 11 of the ITL provides th#twritten requests for information shall
be registered. According to general record keepnogedures answers, including refusals, are
also registered (Law of Applications, Paragrapti Article 3).

60. On 1 January 2007 the Ombudsman Law entered inte,festablishing the ombudsman
institution in Latvia. The Ombudsmaimter alia, oversees matters of access to information.

61. The supervision of protection of personal dataaisied out by the Data State Inspectorate
according to Paragraph 1 of Article 29 of the Peas@®ata Protection Law.

62. Paragraph 1 of Article 10 of the ITL and Paragrapif Article 7 of the EPL provide that
the person requesting information needs no juatific for the need for requested information,
and it cannot be denied on the basis that it doesefate to the applicant.

63. Paragraph 6 of Article 11 of the EPL stipulateg thébormation has to be provided in the
requested manner or format, except in cases whenetiuested information is already in
another manner or format and is available to persguoesting information or when reasonable
grounds exist for providing the information in amat manner or format, and requires informing
person on these grounds.

Article 4, paragraph 2

64. General deadlines for processing of applicatioosymaints or recommendations are set
by the Law of Applications. With respect to envinoental information, a deadline for provision
of information cannot be longer than two monthageordance with paragraph 1 of Article 11 of
the EPL. It also provides that the response toghaest must be issued as soon as possible.

65. According to Article 14, Paragraph 1, Clause lhef fTL within the period of seven days
an institution, which has received a written reqdesinformation, has to inform the applicant
on refusal to provide information.

Article 4, paragraphs3and 4
66. Cases where an information request can be dengdibtad in the paragraphs 4 and 5 of

Article11 of the EPL, including the definition thaformation about emissions into the
environment cannot be of limited access.
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67. Article 19 of the State Statistics Law providest tiegguirements on non-disclosure of
individual statistical data are not applicablerttormation about emissions into environment,
environmental quality, environmental protection sw@as and use of natural resources.

68. According to Article 56, paragraphs 4 and 5, of AL an institution that has jurisdiction
over the matter shall accept a submission by aopegsen if it considers that the submission is
not drawn up properly or is not well founded. Astitution shall, insofar as possible, provide a
submitter with the necessary information or ottent of assistance for successful resolving of
the matter in accordance with the interests osth@nitter.

69. The following legislative acts define particulaisea where information can be rejected: —
Article 7 of the Law of Applications; paragraph #Aaticle 5 and paragraph 3 of Article 12 of
the ITL; paragraph 4 of Article 11 of the EPL, wittspect to nature protection; Articles 3 and 4
of the law “On Official Secrets”; Articles 18 an@ bf the State Statistics Law, with respect to
individual statistical data; and the Personal Datatection Law.

70. Personal Data Protection Law stipulates that pedsiata is any information related to an
identified or identifiable natural person.

71. Information to which the ITL applies is classifiad:

(a) generally accessible information;

(b) restricted access information.

The law “On Official Secrets” prescribes procedui@sthe keeping and use of official secrets
and the protection and classification thereof.

72. The status of restricted access information caaldeeapplied to information regarding
locations of specially protected species habitatsspecially protected biotopes.

73. EPL Paragraph 5 of Article 11 states that restnictin access to environmental
information in every case can be outweighed byipubterests in information transparency.

Article 4, paragraph 5

74. Paragraph 2 of Article 12 of the ITL; Article 4 thfe Law of Applications; Paragraph 2 of
Article 56 of the APL.

75. According to these legislative acts, public auttiesinot possessing the required
information indicate to the applicant where it égnfound, or within seven days transfer the
request to authority holding the information, durdforming the applicant thereof.

Article 4, paragraph 6
76. Legislative acts prescribe an obligation to isswegart of information that is not classified

as restricted information (Art. 10, para. 4, of thk; Art. 11, para. 3 of the EPL; Art. 54, para.
2, of the APL).
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Article 4, paragraph 7

77. Articles 12 and 15 (Appeal procedure) of the ITlttiéle 7 of the Law of Applications;
paragraph 1 of Articles 11 and 9 of the EPL - thid legislative acts contain reasons and
deadlines for rejection, indicating appeal rigiitscording to Article 67 of the APL, denial has
to be in writing.

Article 4, paragraph 8

78. Conditions for application of the fee for provisiohinformation are stated in: Article 13
of the ITL; Article 11, paragraph 2, of the EPL; (Régulation N0.940 “Regulations regarding
Paid Services for the Provision of Information”teth21 November 2006.

79. According to the conditions of paragraph2 of Adidll of the EPL, environmental
information collected and aggregated from Staterfaing and environmental information
included in public databases is free of charge uhadditional processing or preparation be
required for provision of the information, a feadze set. If the fee is set, the applicant is
informed of its size, and indication should alsagben in cases where this fee can be waived.

80. The amount of payment for paid services for thevigion of information by institutions is
prescribed by CM regulations. Paid services arfelasvs:

(a) issuing of information from the archive of astitution;

(b) the preparation and issuing of information fribra databases of an institution;

(c) the preparation and issuing of a copy or dapdicof documented information, if the amount
of the relevant information is larger than 20 pages

For example, the price of a copy of one A4 fornmadgfrom an institutional inventory document
is LVL 0,06 / EUR 0,08.

VIII. OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
ARTICLE 4

81. Inview of the ECC, information on the implementatiof environmental investment
projects and on the planned effectiveness of aiesvis not always available. However, the
relevant restrictions often can be explained bygmtion of commercial secrets and after the
adoption of a decision its grounds is available.

IX. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 4

82. Requests for information in public authorities eggistered in accordance with the Law of
Applications.

83. Information requests can be submitted electronjica#l public authorities’ homepages,
such requests respectively being registered arakpsed in accordance with requirements of the
Electronic Documents Law.
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84. Free access to increasing amount of informatigmasided on the internet.

X. WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
ARTICLE 4

85. www.vidm.gov.lv, www.lvgma.gov.ly www.vi.gov.lv, www.pvd.gov.lv www.lhei.lv;
www.meteo.ly www.nbd.gov.|v.

Xl. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURESIMPLEMENTING
THE PROVISIONS ON THE COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION OF
ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION IN ARTICLE 5

86. The obligation to collect and update environmeimfarmation is set out in the SASL, the
EPL, and in the Law on Pollution.

87. Environmental information is defined in Clause I®dicle 1 of the EPL.

88. “Public authority” is defined in Article 1 of theASL; paragraphs 1 and 2 of Article 10 of
the EPL stipulate which public authorities are kb the requirement to provide access to
environmental information.

89. “The public” is defined in Article 6 of the EPL. Niscriminating restrictions are included
in this definition.

Article5, paragraph 1

90. Legislative acts list the competent authoritiepoesible for collection and distribution of
environmental information.

91. A large part of the environmental information i#able in LEGMC. To companies
whose production amounts and environmental emissaneed certain criteria, REB, upon
issuing permissions for polluting activities, als an obligation to report to LEGMC on an
annual basis on created and conducted pollutionwater and waste reports). LEGMC
maintains registers of polluted and potentiallylygeld areas (pollution of territories, soil and
groundwaters), carbon dioxide emissions and enmsgimta trading.

Article 5, paragraph 1 (a)

92. Atrticle 10 of EPL provides that public authoritiascording to their areas of responsibility
must gather, update and distribute environmentidrimation, also using publicly available
databases and websites; Article 16 lists infornmatttobe included in these.

93. According to Article 22 of the Law on Specially Rroted Nature Territories,
environmental authorities and the respective mpalities must ensure free access to the
information at their disposal about protected teres.
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Article 5, paragraph 1 (b)

94. Article 6 of the EPL stipulates that the publieigaovide public authorities with
information on activities influencing environmentplality, as well as information on changes
observed in nature as a result of such activites@asures.

95. Public authorities ensure the mutual exchange oésgary information in accordance with
legislative requirements, including those of auities’ statutes and information exchange
agreements.

96. The Law on Pollution and the CM Regulation No. b62'State Monitoring and Register
of Polluting Substances”, dated 8 April 2003, imlduequirements for operators for performing
environmental monitoring and providing public authes and public with the results.

97. Measures have been taken to create a unified ndétia®ase to enable harmonization of
data from the already existent databases. AccdsBemprovided to the involved institutions
and, upon request, to other persons.

Article 5, paragraph 1 (c)

98. Provision and distribution of environmental infoiiva in emergencies is done in
accordance with the Civil Defense Law, the Statgl ©iefense Plan, civil defense plans of
municipalities and CM Regulation No. 530 “ProcedimeCreation, Use and Financing of Civil
Alarm and Notification System”, dated 7 August 2007

99. The State Civil Defense Plan includes the obligat@mprovide respective information and
also identifies the institution responsible foryading emergency information, which in turn
receives the information from the public authostresponsible for particular areas.

100. If pollution has developed that endangers human fiéalth or the environment, or there is
reasonable threat of above, the operator mustynet#ipective REB, according to paragraph 5 of
Avrticle 6 of the Law on Pollution; Articles 27, 289 of the EPL.

101. According to the Civil Defense Law (Art. 7, par&, Section 1), one of the State Fire and
Rescue Service’s obligations in civil defense i;form the public in the event of a catastrophe,
including of its threats and suggested actionsadgtaph 3 of Article 15 of this Law provides that
the mass media must broadcast such informatiorofrekarge.

102. In the domain of environment cooperation and exghaot information takes place also in
accordance with a respective order of the MOE.

Article5, paragraph 2

103. Article 9 of the ITL provides that every authorityust compile information, indicating the
information group, name, source and detalils.

104. CM Regulation No.171 “Procedures by which Instdns Place Information on the
Internet” of 6 march 2007 sets out the public ariti's obligation vis-a-vis its Internet
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homepage to provide information on services andsvadiyeceiving them, on its functions and
tasks, as well as to have search option.

105. Paragraph 1 of Article 10 of the EPL sets out thigation for information holders to
provide public access to the environmental inforamathey hold, including on activities under
authorities’ control regarding environmental préi@e, on permits issued and contents of these
permits, and on information on safety measures.

106. Nature Conservation Agency maintains a biologicatisity information exchange
system.

Article 5, paragraph 3

107. Article 10, paragraph 3, and Article 16 of EPL pd®s that public authorities in
accordance with their responsibilities create godbte publicly accessible free databases,
registers and Internet homepages, and publish tepoets on environmental issues and
environmental policy legislative acts.

108. According to CM Regulation No. 171 “Procedures Wyiah Institutions Place Information
on the Internet”, dated 6 March 2007, all minigtr@and environmental institutions have publicly
accessible Internet homepages.

109. In 2006 State information system “Database of @widind Publications”
(http://petijumi.mk.gov.lv/uiy was established where information on environnséundies is also
available.

110. Information on the quality of environment is avalelectronically also via LEGMC
homepage.

Article5, paragraph 4

111. Article 10, paragraph 3, of the EPL provides thathlz authorities, in accordance with

their responsibilities, prepare and publish reportshe state of the environment. Paragraph 6 of
Article 10 of the EPL provides that reports on skete of the environment shall be included in
publicly accessible databases.

112. LEGMC publishes, over the Internet, annual and-fear period reports on environmental
quality as well as environmental loads, as wellasia’s sustainable development indicators’
reports. Reports on the state of the environmenawailable on the LEGMC website.

Article 5, paragraph 5
113. All legislative acts and policy planning documerdfts are publicly available on the CM

website, along with their status reports and dalwd approved policy planning documents. Al
developed legislative drafts and status reportseadable on the website of the Parliament.
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114. Article 16, paragraphl, of the EPL states thafiplybavailable databases cover
environmental legislative acts, international agreets and European Union (EU) legislative
acts, environmental policy documents and their @m@ntation reports.

115. Regulatory enactments are widely, easily and ffesharge accessible on the internet at
www.likumi.lv. Regulatory enactments in the domain of natureesavitonment are accessible
at the relevant institutions’ websites and elseeher

Article5, paragraph 6

116. Articles 38 and 39 of the EPL set out for voluntanyironmental management activities:
implementation of eco-labeling and of an environtaemanagement and audit system, and also
provision of better information to the public oneoator’s activities, as well as product
information. Information on European eco-labelimgl &s implementation in Latvia is available
on the LEGMC website (http://www.meteo.lv/publicéekarkejums.html).

117. Article 6, paragraph 3, of the Law on Pollutiorpstates operators’ obligation to provide
environmental protection institutions and the publith information on the results of
monitoring defined by the permit and the impacpoliuting activities on human health and
environment lfttp://www.meteo.lv/public/28012.html

Article5, paragraph 7

118. In their annual public reports, public authoritreast provide information on cooperation
with the public in solving various environmentauss, as well as on public education and
information measures taken. Public reports areiglubdl and posted on the websites of the
respective authorities.

119. The Latvian Rural Consultation and Education Ceptaides consulting in all regions of
the country on environmentally friendly agricultussues.

120. State Forest Service employees provide regularuttimg to owners of forests, and
publish information materials.

121. Nature Conservation Agency disseminates informatiomature education activities,
nature protection topicalities, studies and prgjeanhalytical articles on trends in nature
protection.

122. LEGMC publishes facts and analyses thereof on éfssite.

123. Information on the studies carried out during depgient of the Strategy is available at
www.latvija2030.lv.

Article 5, paragraph 8

124. Choice of environmentally friendly products is en@ged by: EU eco-labeling; Eco-
Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS) has been impltaden several municipalities; also
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applicable are quality and management systems 98X and ISO 14001), pure technologies,
and various product labeling.

125. The association “Green Liberty” has done researcérvironmental influence of various
products and human activities and environmentai@ntily choices (see www.zb-zeme.lv).

126. The website of the Food and Veterinary Service ipies/information about food products,
novel food and food additives.

127. Information about the labeling of chemical subsésnand products is publicly available.
These are regulated by requirements of CM ReguidNim. 107 “Procedure for Classification,
Labeling and Packaging of Chemical Substances evdlEts”, dated 12 March 2002. Labels
must contain all basic substance or product inftionaincluding environmental danger
information.

128. Article 26! of the Law on Circulation of Genetically Modifi@rganisms stipulates that
food products containing genetically modified ongams, consisting of them or being produced
from them, shall be placed for sale separately fotimer food products in such a way as to be
easily identifiable.

Article 5, paragraph 9

129. Latvia has acceded to the Convention’s ProtocdPaliutantReleaseand Transfer
Registersthe Kiev Protocol) by adopting on 21 February 28@8law “On the Protocol on
Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers to the€dion on Access to Information, Public
Participation in Decision-making and Access toidesn Environmental Matters”.

130. The Latvian Polluting Substances Register is atéal at the LEGMC website
(http://arcims.lvgma.gov.lv:8082/prir/The register contains data and information diupon
released into the environment by major polluteoperators who have been issued permits for A
and B category polluting activities.

XIl.  OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED INTHE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 5

131. In view of the ECC, information provided by pubdiathorities is considered to be precise
and legitimate in contrast to the data of the imfation systems maintained by NGOs which are
not legally applicable. However, such assertiomoisaccurate. Public authorities need
environmental information of good quality. Therefatata suppliers both from the private and
public sector who provide data of the necessarlityuae used.

132. Environmental institutions not always have sufiitiaccess to the modern information
technology.
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XI1l. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 5

133. Financial aid in preparation of environmental imi@tion and informing the public is
provided by LEPF, supporting many environmentaloadion projects.

134. Libraries of higher educational institutions andatific libraries play an important role in
information preparation, storage and distributiofiormation technologies, i.e. computer
networks, are developing rapidly, providing acdessnvironmental information.

135. Stable cooperation exists between the State TV &l Programmes Department and
the Environmental Films Studio.

136. Along with the regular press and TV, the Latviaogle also have access to specialized
environmental media and TV programmes, e.g., thgaziae “Environmental News” and
Environmental Films Studio’s TV programmes.

137. Implementation of a project “Creation of the anfmgenic load-limiting and informative
infrastructure in the territories of NATURA 20006-¢inanced by the EU Cohesion Fund has
been started in 2010.

138. According to the requirements of national legisatacts, information gathered by public
authorities is available at their respective wedssie.g. LEGMC provides public access to State
financed environmental information.

139. A polluting activities (categories A and B) permiégjister is available on the ESB website
(www.vpvb.gov.\).

140. Nature Conservation Agency provides access viaetssite to databases on micro-
reserves for specially protected species and bésidpelds of protected plant species, specially
protected and rare trees, as well as to cadasimentiapecially protected nature territories
(http://www.daba.gov.lv/public/lat/datil/datu_bakes

141. The creation of unified environmental informatigrstem is included in the MOE
workplan.

142. Some municipalities, e.g. the Riga City Council #mel Liepaja City Council, have one-
stop agency-type information centres.

143. The Health Inspectorate once in three years preareport on the quality and
harmlessness of drinking water in order to infon@ tisers. The report is posted on the Health
Inspectorate’s website.

144. Information on the quality of bathing water is piaed to the public by the Health
Inspectorate and owner of the bathing ground.
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X1V. WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF ARTICLES

145. www.mk.gov.lv, www.saeima.lywww.likumi.lv, www.vidm.gov.lv, www.lvgma.gov.ly
www.lvaf.gov.lv, www.daba.gov.lywww.vgd.gov.lv , www.vpvb.gov.ly www.vvd.gov.lv,
www.dabasmuzejs.gov,lwww.videsprojekti.ly www.lvif.gov.lv, www.getlini.lv, www.zb-
zeme.ly www.pvd.gov.ly www.lhei.lv, www.nbd.gov.Iv/ www.vi.gov.lv, www.isec.gov.ly
www.muzizglitiba.lv, www.lanet.Iv/links/Ischools.htmivww.meteo.ly
www.petijumi.mk.gov.Iv/uif www.latvija2030.Iv

XV. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURESIMPLEMENTING
THE PROVISIONS ON PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN DECISIONS ON SPECIFIC
ACTIVITIESIN ARTICLE 6

146. Public involvement is prescribed by the EPL, thevlan Pollution, the EIAL, CM
Regulation No. 157 “Procedure for Strategic Assesgrof Environmental Impact” of 23 March
2004, CM Regulation No. 87 “Procedure for Assesgroéinvironmental Impact of Proposed
Activity” of 17 February 2004, CM Regulation No. Rrocedure for Issue of Proposed
Activity’s Technical Regulations by Regional Enwiraental Board When No Environmental
Assessment Is Required” of17 February 2004, CM Reign No. 294 “Application Procedure
for A, B and C Category Polluting Activities andgug of A and B Category Polluting Activities
Permits” of 09 July 2002, CM Regulation No. 455 sassment Procedure of Impact on
European Specially Protected Nature TerritoriesTNRA 2000)” of 06 June 2006, CM
Regulation No. 686 “Regulations on Contents angd&agion Process of Specially Protected
Nature Territories’ Nature Protection Plan” of 9t@wer 2007, CM Regulation No. 1148
“Municipality Territorial Planning Regulations” & October 2009, the Territorial Planning Law,
CM Regulation No.3 “Railway Construction Regulagbof 2 January 2008, CM Regulation
No. 331 “Proposed Construction Public Discussiome@®dure” of 22 May 2007 (hereinafter in
this section the above-mentioned acts are reféorgdth respective number).

147. On 1 January 2011 amendments to the EIAL, the marpd which is to facilitate more
effective application of the EIA procedure and paiplarticipation, will enter into force. On the
basis of the said amendments CM Regulation No. i8'be/substituted by new CM regulation.

148. National legislative acts also regulate cases, vneposed activities have a potential
transboundary impact.

Article 6, paragraph 1

149. Articles 8 and 12 of the EPL stipulate that thelmuhuthorities take the measures required
to timely provide the public willing to participate decision-making with necessary

information.

Article 6, paragraph 1 (a)

150. The requirements of the Convention’s Article 6 at\ia are covered by two mutually
connected procedures concerning decision-makiractivities listed in the Convention’s
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annex I:

(@) The EIAL lists activities to be performed bethIA process and details thereof, as
does CM Regulation No. 87 on public involvementoess;

(b)The Law on Pollution and CM Regulation No. Z@4 out the issuing procedure of
polluting activities permits, including for publicvolvement in activities listed in the
Convention’s annex |.

Article 6, paragraph 1 (b)

151. Article 4 of the EIAL provides that EIA is also ngcgd, if international agreements or
responsible authority requires so: , (a) accortinigitial assessment results; (b) if one or more
proposed activities influence one territory, comsilg aggregate and mutual impact.

152. CM Regulation No.455 prescribes special procedor@a$sessment of activities the
implementation of witch does not require EIA in acance with the EIAL.

153. According to Article 27 of Law on Pollution, in eslisted by CM B category permit
application (for waste incineration equipment amdases when REBs conclude that the activity
could have considerable negative environmental atf)psialso publicly available for opinion on
the issue of the permit.

154. Public involvement is provided for also in decisimaking on construction, if the latter
has considerable environmental impact (Art. 12apat and 2, of the Construction Law). The
procedure for organizing public discussions on trotion if EIA is not necessary is set in CM
Regulation No. 331.

155. According to Article 12 of the Construction Lawaxél government shall, prior to taking a
decision regarding construction, ensure publicudison regarding the intended construction, if
the construction:

(a) substantially impairs living conditions of thepulation;
(b) substantially reduces the value of immovabtgpprty; or

(c) substantially affects the environment, butdes not require the EIA in accordance with the
EIAL.

Article 6, paragraph 2

156. Anyone is entitled to join public consultation aexpress his/her opinion. The project
developer has to evaluate public opinion on plarcwetstruction. According to EIAL and CM
Regulation No. 87, prior to the project approvalgadure, the public receives information on:

(@) Initial EIA results;

(b) The EIA procedure application for the project;

(c) The EIA working report and availability of ibf proposals and public discussions;

(d) The EIA report, when it is submitted to ESB gouthlic decides to meet and
comment (the report is made available online).
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157. Information is published in the official newspap@d in at least one local newspaper, as
well as on ESB website and the website of the ptaeveloper, if such exists. In addition,
owners of adjacent lands get special notificatiiceé. ESB has created a list of NGOs that have
expressed interest in information on new proposals.

158. Procedure for issue of polluting activities peroontains similar regulations with respect
to public information and involvement issues codeng the Law “On Pollution” and CM
Regulations No.294. Information about A categoryimicertain cases — B category, permit
applications must be communicated:

(@) Publicly — by providing information in place pfanned activities, operator’s office
and municipality;

(b) Individually — by notifying owners (holders) pfoperties adjacent to proposed
polluting activity site or those located in dirgcithfluenced area;

(c) Inthe official newspaper and in at least ayeal newspaper;

(d) On the Internet — on the operator’s or websitthe respective REB website;

(e) On new polluting activities — also in Latviaffi@al or local radio;

()  The activity developer is obliged to organizpublic discussion on the issue of the
permit.

159. Local government in its website or local newspgp#dilishes information on
commencement of public discussion on constructimhiaforms about the opportunities of
getting acquainted with the relevant information.

160. Article 6 of the EPL stipulates general rights atle private person, also associations,
organisations and groups of persons in the enviemah field. The public concerned has not
been particularly defined.

161. If during the EIA process informing of the publiasinot been performed and a public
discussion has not taken place in accordance hétlptocedures specified by the CM, the
competent authority sends the final statementeaitveloper for revision, indicating the
deficiencies to be eliminated, or assigns theatotito ensure the informing of the public and a
public discussion. Each person has the right tealpgny decision taken in accordance with the
EIAL, also any activity or inactivity, if with thiglecision the rights of the public to information

or participation in the process of EIA as specifiedegulatory enactments have been violated or
ignored. (EIAL, Arts. 20 and 26.)

Article 6, paragraph 3

162. Respective legislative acts provide for certaindieas for public involvement in the
processes of EIA and permit issuing.

163. During EIA, there are three notifications and eviame there is a 20-day period for
recommendations. This deadline can be prolongedGatays during the review period of the
working report. Public information should appeat later than seven days prior to the public
discussion.
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164. During discussion of permit conditions, the pulblas 40 days from the notification of the
publication day to submit written suggestions anagms to the REB on the issuance of the
permit or conditions thereof.

Article 6, paragraph 4

165. According to legislative requirements, during tHé Ehe public has the right to receive
information and express its opinions during th&ahiworking report and final report public
discussion stages. The public also has the rigakpoess opinions during the public discussion
of construction and polluting activities’ permit.

166. Interested NGOs that have applied to the ESB doenred as soon as the EIA procedure
is started. Adjacent land owners are notified awvited to individually express their opinions on
proposed activities.

167. The EIA evaluates alternatives and chooses thedpéisin. Cases are known, when an
alternative has been rejected due to active publavement.

Article 6, paragraph 5

168. The developer is responsible for public informatwavision as well as discussions during
the EIA and permit application assessment processes

169. Before submitting a permit application operator teaperform the EIA, including
identification of, information and consultation tvithe public concerned in accordance with the
EIAL.

170. According to CM Regulation No. 91, NGOs interesteglanned activities in certain
territories can apply to the REB to receive updatéatmation.

Article 6, paragraph 6

171. Respectively, the information supplied to the publuthority is made publicly available in
accordance with the ITL, the EPL, the Law on Padluiand the EIAL.

172. No cases are reported, when EIA documentation woelldassified on the basis of
commercial confidentiality or intellectual propertghts.

173. Access to this information is ensured by: (a) th&LEequirement to provide respective
information to public and particularly interestegfsons; (b) the Law on Pollution, which
provides that the application submitted and docusdrereof are made publicly available
(Art. 27); and (c) CM Regulation No. 294, whichtetin addition what information has to be
made public, including information acquired aftebfic information or after public discussion
(Chapter 1l1).
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Article 6, paragraph 7

174. Both the EIA and the permit issuing proceduresdeeethe public’s right to submit
recommendations or opinions within the deadlinesided or during public discussions without
any restrictions (Law on Pollution, Arts. 27 and €8/ Regulation No. 294; EIAL; CM
Regulation No. 87).

175. Every participant in the public discussion is datitto submit his/her written opinion
within seven days following the meeting, which taehed to public discussion report.

176. The responsible authority has the right to rethenEIA report and the obligation to
demand public information and discussion if thisriiabeen done.

177. Public participation rights are provided also dgrihe public discussion on construction.

Article 6, paragraph 8

178. According to legislative requirements, public opims have to be evaluated in the EIA
report.

179. The EPL (Art. 12, paras. 6 and 7) stipulates thdlip authorities in decision-making
processes evaluate public opinion and countermeasdividual rights and interests to public
gains and losses, observing sustainable developoneciples.

180. Following Article 3 of the EIAL decisions have te baken considering proposals received
during public discussions. Article 22 of the Lavinferces that decision on acceptance of the
proposed activity has to be adopted considering @bénion of the public.

181. According to the paragraph 6 of Article 28 of theaon Pollution, prior to issuing of a
permit, the REB has to evaluate the recommendatewesved during public discussion.

182. CM Regulation No.87 (subpara.26.10) provides thaingd public discussion, written
proposals and the initial public discussion reshidtge to be gathered and evaluated.

183. During EIA and the permission-issuing process tlop@ser has to prepare and submit to
responsible authority a report on the public dismrsand its results, attaching the written
proposals received.

184. Authority can obligate a proposer to amend prope@sgidities considering public opinion
expression during discussions.

185. According to paragraph 35 of CM Regulation No. 28#uld the public recommend a
denial of the permit for polluting activities, tREB issues permit or pass motivated decision on
denial to issue permit only after the operator héle at least 14 days to provide written
explanation.



Page 23
Article 6, paragraph 9

186. Article 20 of the EIAL provides that the resporsiauthority publishes notification in at
least one local newspaper and official newspapgtyi that the decision on the EIA final
report has been issued, informing about opporesitr familiarization with both documents
(available also at ESB website). Article 23, paaagr 2, obliges the responsible authority to post
the decision within three days of its adoption lo@ @authority’s website (if there exists one) and
within five weekdays to submit it for publishing @t least one local government’s newspaper or
other local newspaper, indicating the public authiavhere the public may familiarize itself

with the decision’s contents, grounds and infororatin the public discussion process as well as
measures to be taken in order to prevent or rethecadverse impact on the environment.

187. Section V of CM Regulation No. 294 provides thatases of public discussion, operator
has eight days from the day when the REB has issuptblonged the permit, or amended the
permit conditions to inform public of the pollutirgtivity, by placing notifications at the site of
planned polluting activity and at the respectiveniaypality and by individually notifying the
owners of adjacent properties and those directcadd.

Article 6, paragraph 10

188. The Law on Pollution and CM Regulation No. 294 priéx public involvement options
and procedure also in cases when the permit isqpgeld or reviewed including if the competent
authority has regarded amendment to the activisigrsficant. Amendment to the activity as a
result of which operational indicators of the ifist#gon exceed indicators mentioned in annexes
to the law is a significant amendment.

189. The EIAL and CM Regulation No. 87 also provide jpoiblic involvement in cases where
amendments are planned in activities listed in arnrtiee. activities requiring EIA), should these
amendments comply with certain milestones.

Article 6, paragraph 11

190. See Sections XXXIII to XXXVI of this report on Adie 6bis and Annex Ibis of the
Convention.

XVI. OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED INTHE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 6

191. Although Latvian legislation provides for a publiwolvement option in decision-making
on environmental issues, people are not alwayaweage of their rights and opportunities. For
example, the local population pretty often signgtiotesting against some proposed activity. If
this opinion is not favoured when decision on thappsed activity’s acceptance or refusal is
adopted the population may come to a conclusianithanterests have been unlawfully violated.

192. Sometimes during the EIA process when certain iigiiv being discussed, alternatives
(site and technology) are not properly examinedvéieer, in view of the competent authority,
usually this is not regarded as shortcoming. Tarslee often explained by the fact that the
competent authority has enough facts and docuniertdopt a well-founded decision.
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193. In view of the ECC, the public has limited oppoitigs to participate in the process of
issuing permits for polluting activities. For exaeprvhen a permit is issued for commencement
of a polluting activity, it is possible to contesstLater, however, when a permit is issued for
continuation of the relevant polluting activity thablic does not have an opportunity to
participate and express its opinion even if vialasi occur.

194. However, the said assertion is not accurate. déiccordance with permit conditions it is
possible to initiate or continue such pollutingitt which may substantially negatively affect
human health or the environment, the conditionthefpermit may be disputed while the

relevant permit is in effect (Law on Pollution, iste 50, Paragraph 3). Sanctions prescribed by
law may be applied to the guilty person in casepibifuting activity is performed without
respective permit and in case the activity doesanform to requirements set by law.

According to Article 6 of the EPL the public is eled to request that acts or omissions, which
deteriorate the quality of the environment, damag®an health or endangers life, legal interests
or property are terminated. The competent autlesritave to consider the information submitted
by the public.

XVIl. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
PROVISIONSOF ARTICLE 6
195. ESB cooperation with NGOs, in particular their imfong the latter of applications
received. Similar cooperation has been createddmtiREBs and NGOs active in the region.
XVIII. WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
ARTICLE 6

196. www.vidm.gov.lv, www.vpvb.gov.lv,www.pvd.gov.ly www.em.gov.ly
www.lvgma.gov.lv

X1X. PRACTICAL AND/OR OTHER PROVISIONS MADE FOR THE PUBLIC TO
PARTICIPATE DURING THE PREPARATION OF PLANSAND PROGRAMMES
RELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 7

197. Legislation is in force to ensure obligations anocedures for public involvement in
environmental planning and the programme developimgess. The following legislative acts
were passed and improved: the EPL; the EIAL andR&gulation No. 157 (passed 23 March
2004) “Procedure for Strategic Environmental Imp&ssessment”; section VI of the SASL; CM
Regulation N0.300 “Rules of Procedure of the Cabofiéinisters” of 7 April 2009; the
Territorial Planning Law; and CM Regulation No. 8lpassed 6 October 2009) “Municipality
Territorial Planning Regulations”, where the praaedis detailed for public involvement in
municipality territory planning; CM Regulation N®&% “Procedures for Environmental Noise
Assessment” of 13 July 2004; CM Regulation No.6B&dulations on Contents and Preparation
Process of Specially Protected Nature Territofiéeture Protection Plan” of 9 October 2007;
CM Regulation No.236 “Regulations for the Spatigfding of a Planning Region” of 5 April
2005; CM Regulation No.565 “Procedures for the Dgwment, Implementation, Monitoring
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and Public Discussion of the National DevelopmdanPof 29 June 2004; CM Regulation
N0.970 “Procedure for Public Participation in thev@lopment Planning Process” of 25 August
2009; CM Regulation No.1178 “Regulations on the &epment and Impact Assessment of
Development Planning Documents” of 13 October 2@M; Instruction No.19 “Procedure for
the Initial Impact Assessment of a Draft Regulaténactment” of 15 December 2009.
(Hereinafter in this section the above-mentiondd ace referred with respective number.)

198. The ECC has been established in accordance wittl&\d4 of the EPL, bringing together
the representatives of environmentally active oizgtions and professional associations.
Therefore, public authorities have an addressektkaow where to send or present drafts of
documents.

199. The annual working plan posted on MOE homepageiges\a listing of works planned,
including projects for documents, with the deadimel responsible official.

200. Article 4 of the EIAL and paragraph 2 of CM RegidatNo.157 detail the planning
documents requiring strategic EIA. Article 28f the EIAL and CM Regulation No.157
(Paragraph 2, section V) detail the procedure fidnlip involvement in strategic EIA.

201. The responsible authorities organize regular puditicvities, i.e. they explain public
involvement procedures vis-a-vis the developmemtiafning documents.

202. According to legislation, planning has to be dondluee levels: national, regional and
local. At the moment, public rights are describedniore detail at the local planning level,
without any criteria for a person’s eligibility participate.

203. On 1 January 2009 the Development Planning Sys@medntered into force. The law
refers also to development planning in the domaeneironmental protection and its purpose is
to promote sustainable and stable developmenieobtate, as well as the improvement of the
quality of life of population, by determining thexcelopment planning system. This law applies
to the development planning in public authoritiesaccordance with the participation principle
incorporated in Article 5 of the law all interestgersons (including NGOs) have a possibility to
participate in the drawing up of the developmeanping document.

204. According to the CM Regulation No.1178 policy planmqmdocuments are guidelines, plan
and concept. Guidelines is a document aimed ahnegspecific goals significant for the State
and embracing wide scope of issues and developedderiod of five to seven years. Plan is a
document developed for policy implementation iragtipular branch for a period up to three
years, for implementation of guidelines supportga ldecision-making authority or for
execution of a task assigned by a higher authdZioncept is a document by which a decision-
making authority is informed of a certain probleshthe substance of the necessary legislative
regulation, of possible further action or of po&siariants for solving a problem.

205. The public, acting through NGOs, has participatethe development of land policy,
landscape policy, the Strategy and other documents.
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XX. OPPORTUNITIESFOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE PREPARATION OF
POLICIESRELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 7

206. The general attitude towards public involvemergmvironmental policy development is
described by Article 8of the EPL.

207. CM Regulation N0.300 contains provisions on NG@luement in the development
process of policy documents and legislative acisedbas the need for public discussion, and
authorizes NGO representatives to participate iatmgs of the State Secretaries, where
legislative acts and policy documents of all minést are discussed.

208. The public is invited to express its opinions oy egviewed policy document available on
CM homepage after a hearing at the State Secr&tdeeting. Public authorities are obliged to
inform interested parties and to organize consattaton publicly sensitive issues according to
the SASL, Article 48.

XXI. OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED INTHE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 7

209. Notwithstanding the adequate supply of informatios public not always is aware of its
participation opportunities.

XXIl.  FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 7

210. The strategic EIA procedure is the main implemenainstrument of the Convention’s
article 7, practical implementation of which isumebent upon the public authorities.

211. Public environment authorities include colleaguestNGOs in their legislative acts
development work groups.

212. MOE with participation of the public has develogeavironmental Policy Guidelines for
2009-2015. The guidelines were approved on 31209 by order of the CM and are freely
accessible on the internet in Latvidntp://www.vidm.gov.Iv/lat/dokumenti/ppyiand English
(http://www.vidm.gov.lv/eng/dokumenti/politikas_plasanas dokumen)i/

213. Broad public participation took place during theatgy development. Public participation
project “Latvia 2030. Your Choice” was establishedrder to create dialogue between the
Strategy development experts and the public, afakcibtate debate both among experts and
broader public. On 10 October 2008 the first natidarum “Take-off. Latvia 2030"took place
where every interested person could familiarizelfitwith the first draft of the Strategy, to
discuss it with the experts in different thematmrkshops and make suggestions to the authors.
Ideas generated at the forum where used for priépauaf the draft Strategy.
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XXI1l. WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
ARTICLE 7

214. www.mk.gov.lv, www.vidm.gov.lv, www.vpvb.gov.lv www.latvija2030.Iv

XX1V. EFFORTSMADE TO PROMOTE EFFECTIVE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
DURING THE PREPARATION BY PUBLIC AUTHORITIES OF EXECUTIVE
REGULATIONSAND OTHER GENERALLY APPLICABLE LEGALLY BINDING
RULESTHAT MAY HAVE A SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT
PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 8

215. Article 13 of the EPL describes the early involvertnef public or its representatives in the
preparation and discussion of environmental letiisaacts.

216. CM Regulation N0.300 “Rules of Procedure of the iG@abof Ministers”, dated 7 April
2009, contains provisions for NGO involvement ia ttevelopment of policy documents or
legislative acts. The requirement for inclusioranhotation with legislative drafts in included
here; this also should cover potential environmdntpact, as well as information on public
involvement and opinion.

217. Representatives of NGOs as well as individual spists in the field are often included in
draft legislation work groups.

218. The deadline for comments on the initial draftssiaily two weeks. If an NGO has
submitted its opinion within the prescribed terta,dbjections have to be taken into account or
agreement must be reached in a coordination meeting

219. Draft legislation is freely accessible on the wadssof the ministries and the CM. Draft
laws are available at the Parliament’s websiteuResf the public participation are submitted to
the legislator in the form of annotation in casel@ft regulatory enactments and in other
appropriate form in case of draft development piaglocuments.

XXV. OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED INTHE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 8

220. Legislative acts sometimes have to be developedsimort time, therefore encumbering
appropriate public participation and risking witte tquality of the draft regulatory enactment. To
solve this problem, the MOE workplan is publishedtloe Ministry’s website and the personnel
is advised to involve public in the legislative pegs more actively by adequately hearing the
interested parties etc.

XXVI. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 8

221. The MOE involves ECC in discussions on varioustdeggislation. MOE regularly
cooperates with particular professional associatamd NGOs, especially in the areas of waste
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management, packaging use and the turnover of cladsnProfessional associations are
involved not only in discussion of legislative adist also in their preparation.

222. State Chancellery ensures implementation of theonandum of cooperation between
NGOs and the CM, including regular meetings withresentatives of NGOs on topical issues.

223. The obligation to annotate every legislative deattl to reflect adequately the results of
public participation in draft development plannoh@cuments, secures practical implementation
of Article 8.

224. Explanatory seminars are organized on significagislative initiatives, e.g., seminars

have been organized by the Baltic Environmentaliffoon legislative regulation and
development thereof regarding chemical substanuégaducts.

XXVIl. WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
ARTICLE 8

225. www.vidm.gov.lv, www.mk.gov.lv www.saeima.lywww.bef.lv, www.daba.gov.lv

XXVIIl. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES
IMPLEMENTING THE PROVISIONSON ACCESSTO JUSTICE IN ARTICLE 9

226. In Latvia, the meaning of “public authority” as ohefd in article 2 of the Convention
covers the public authorities (institutions, struat units, officials) carrying out governmental
functions, as well as other institutions(includprivate) to whom public government authority
has been transferred according to the APL ,Artigland section V of the SASL.

227. The meaning of “public” is explained in EPL, Articb, EIAL, Article 3, and APL,
Article 1.

228. Prohibition of discrimination is included in Artel91 of the Constitution. Article 101 of
the Constitution sets out every citizen’s rightgeolvement in government activities which can
include decision-making. APL, Article 6, provides the introduction of the equality principle,
i.e. at equal actual and legal circumstances, tttgoaties and courts pass equal decisions.

229. In hearing cases on environmental issues, thesmay apply the Convention directly.
E.g., on 25 May 2007, the Constitutional Court dedito initiate the case on Riga Territorial
Planning for 2006—2018, with respect to Riga Free: Perritory’s conformity with Article 115
of the Constitution.

230. The decision was based on the Convention, incad®aph5 Article 2 and Paragraph3
Article 9. The judgment in the case (N0.2007-11408% passed on 17 January 2008. The
Constitutional Court has applied the Conventioa mumber of other cases, too.

231. Interpreting Article 115 of the Constitution, t@enstitutional Court decided that
subjective environmental rights of the public aetailed by the Convention, as well as by
national legislation, and that territorial plannisgalso an environmental area where Article 115
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allocates wide rights (see Constitutional Coudislen in case No. 2006-09-03 on “Conformity
of Part of Garkalne Territorial Planning with respt Construction on Baltezers Lake
Overflowing Territory with Constitution Articles dnd 15”, sect. 11, of 8 February 2007).

232. Such interpretation of Constitution Article 115 apeavide public opportunities to appeal
in the Constitutional Court municipalities’ ternital planning decisions, where territorial
development solutions are not compatible with emnnental requirements or where
considerable breaches where made during draftingeSune 2006, when the case of
Conformity of Garkalne Parish Territorial Planniwgh Constitution Article 115 was initiated in
the Constitutional Court, several more cases htarees in the Constitution Court, where the
public is debating the conformity of territoriabpis with Article 1150f the Constitution.

233. The public’s right to protect environmental rigatswell as to oppose public authority
actions or inactivity contradicting with legislaghacts is stated in EPL, Article 9, with
information pertaining to procedure stipulatedhia APL. Art. 105, Para. 1, and Art. 302,
Paragraph 1 of the APL stipulate that the caseciouat of first instance and the appeal in a court
of second instance is heard on its merits, exagptdses prescribed by law. Administrative
process participants can appeal the second instancedecision in cassation procedure, except
for cases prescribed by law. The exceptional casescribed by law relate to, for example,
refusal to provide information (Article 15 of th€Ll). In such case the judgment of a court of
first instance may be immediately appealed in atamace with cassation procedure.

234. APL, Article 77, provides that the appeal submisgmr an administrative act has to be
written or oral to the authority issuing adminisitra act. If the submission is oral, the authority
transcripts it and applicant signs it. This subipisss sent to a higher authority within seven
days’ time.

235. Article 83 of the Constitution defines the pringmf court independence, according to
which judges are independent and bound only byative According to the law “On Judicial
Power”, Article 1, paragraphs 1 and 2, along watlvhaking and executive powers, Latvia has
an independent judiciary, operating in accordanite tlie “rule of law” principle. Article 10 of
this Law stresses that, in decision-making, judyesindependent and bound only by the law,
and that the State guarantees the court indepeadenc

Article9, paragraph 1

236. As regards environmental information, Article %tloé EPL states that any person
believing that an information request has beenrgghounlawfully rejected or not duly answered,
or otherwise has been restricted in his/her rightnvironmental information, is entitled to
appeal and question the respective action or oomsss prescribed by the APL, which covers
the administrative and court procedure. Moreowvey, @erson who considers that its fundamental
rights as defined in the Constitution are infringgxbn by legal norms that do not comply with
the norms of a higher legal force, may submit astitartional complaint to the Constitutional
Court which adjudicates matters regarding the c@npé of laws and other regulatory
enactments with the Constitution.

237. Denial of an information request by an authoritystrioe in writing (ITL, Art. 12).
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Administrative acts are written, except in cassted in law, when a written format is not
adequate (APL, Arts. 67 and 69). However, a pecsondemand that this be done in writing.

238. Independence of the administrative review is iratlyeensured by providing that the
contested administrative act is reviewed by a higluhority.

239. Independence of judicial review is ensured by iapfibn of principles and guarantees for
the independence of the judiciary. For examplehibition on interference with the work of a
court, immunity of judges etc. (Chapter 2 of the f®©n Judicial Power”).

240. To ensure a faster and cheaper pre-court appezgguoe, the applicant for information is
entitled to appeal respective decisions or omissiora higher authority (unless special
legislation indicates another authority) accordimghe APL. Regarding environmental issues
(EIA and polluting activities permits), it is stdtéhat the ESB has a competence to review
decisions or omissions of environmental authorithggpeal to this authority is free of charge.

241. Citizens' right to rely on the binding nature afid decision is protected by the legal
confidence principle in the Constitution and in ARArticle 10. According to the APL and
SASL, a decision of higher authority is binding fower authority.

242. According to the APL, Article 81, paragraph5, apeaed administrative act becomes
final in the form that is included in the decisiom an appealed administrative act. It is to be
executed and appealed in this form. A court degcibias legal force. The legal force of the court
decision assures its binding effect for the autiiori

Article 9, paragraph 2

243. Article 9, paragraph 2, of the Convention, acaogdo Latvian legislation, primarily
concerns decision-making on the assessment andgs@mof planned activity, namely EIA

and process of issuing polluting activity’s permihe main legislative acts regulating these two
processes are the EIAL and the Law on Pollutioes¢halso cover the public’s right to a
participation appeal procedure for a decision takaing the respective process.

Article 9, paragraph 3

244. APL regulation concerns every public authority’siden or omission that violates not
only environmental legislation. According to thelAR: private person can appeal to the court
an administrative act issued by an authority oadsial activity. To ensure a review procedure,
administrative courts have been in operation froRetruary 2004.

245. As far as environmental legislation breaches aneemed, additional regulation is
included in EPL, Article 9, and the Law on Compeiwsaof Losses Created by State
Authorities. EPL, Article 6, provides that everyvyate person and groups of persons,
organizations are entitled, inter alia:

(@) To demand the public authority, official oryaiie enterprise to stop the activity or
omission degrading environmental quality or harmduhuman health or life, legal interests or

property;
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(b) To support environmental protection measurescaoperate with the public
authorities to prohibit activities and decisionattban harm environmental quality or that
contradict to legislative requirements;

(c) To provide public authorities with informatiam activities influencing
environmental quality, as well as information ogave environmental changes resulting from
such activities.

246. The authority receiving such an application is gdudi to review it and respond within the
set deadlines, as well as to ensure a solutioneoiindicated situation.

247. In cases prescribed by law the court may decid@janctive relief (see commentary to
Article 9, paragraph #fra).

248. Any person who considers that its fundamental sigtst defined in the Constitution are
infringed upon by legal norms that do not complytwthe norms of a higher legal force
(including the domain of environmental law), maypsut a constitutional complaint to the
Constitutional Court.

249. In 1995, the State Human Rights Office was createdn independent human rights
protection authority, and was replaced by Ombudsm&007. It is entitled, inter alia, to assess
public authorities’ decisions or omissions, con#iudt public, review complaints and promote
mutual agreement between parties.

Article9, paragraph 4

250. Appeal options and rights of public authority’s #mn or activity defined by the APL are
considered to be adequate and efficient meansidangv

(@) Pre-court review in higher authority;
(b) Assessment of the authority’s decision or atgtivm an independent, legally
established court, i.e. Administrative Court.

251. If the authority is not issuing required informatjsuch action can be appealed and
questioned as the authority’s activity. Privatespes can appeal and question an authority’s
activities just like they can any administrative. ac

252. The APL provides for a person’s right to comperwsatif the authority’s administrative
act or activity has resulted in damages. APL, Aetl3, provides that indemnification of losses
can be claimed simultaneously with an appeal ofiadtnative act to a higher authority or, if
this is not possible, simultaneously with an appéan administrative act in court.
Indemnification can also be claimed simultaneoustir an appeal of an authority’s action. The
APL provides private persons with a simplified afficient compensation claims procedure.

253. According to Latvian Administrative Violations Co@eAVC) Article 2013, the State or
NGO officials refusing to publish information inglmass media are punished by a fine up to
hundred LVL (€142); for provision of incorrect infoation, up to 250 LVL (€356).
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254. LAVC, Article 84, defines the fine for concealingmisrepresenting environmental
information (e.g., in the EIA process), which isrfr 50 to 1000 LVL (€70-1396).

255. The administrative process in authorities is freeharge, but the administrative process in
court is available upon payment of a State feeL {20/ €28).

256. Considering the relatively small number of casesyly no judges specialize in
environmental rights.

257. Court decision collections are published regularig decisions are available from the
court authorities. An electronic database of cdedisions is available for a fee
(www.lursoft.lv/Isdb). Constitutional Court decis® are available online free of charge at:
www.satv.tiesa.gov.lv. Administrative courts deoiss are available online free of charge at:
www.tiesas.lv Case-law collections and adjudications in adnaiive, civil and criminal cases
are accessible free of charge at the website dbtipeeme Court of the Republic of Latvia
(http://www.at.gov.Iv/lv/info/summary/).

258. Decisions of other authorities are available inoadance with the ITL.

259. APL, section 22, provides for injunctive relief titan be applied at every stage of the
case. According to APL, Paragraph 1 of Article 1i®%ere is a reason to believe that the
contested administrative act or consequences afdhdssue of an administrative act might
cause significant harm or damages, the preventi@ompensation of which would be
considerably encumbered or would require incommesuesources, and if examination of
information at disposal of the court reveals that¢ontested act ggima facie illegal, the court
may, pursuant to the reasoned request of an applieke a decision on injunctive relief.

260. APL, Article 258, provides that a court decisionasgounced to administrative process
participants immediately after its passing, byiisguhe decision’s transcript and ensuring
availability of the court decision to any persos paescribed by law.

Article 9, paragraph 5,

261. The legislation database of the official journatlijas \Estnesis” is available online free
of charge (www.likumi.lv). Fee-based databaseste available.

262. The Latvian courts website (www.tiesas.lv) indisab@tions for court submissions.

263. APL,Article 67, paragraph 2, section 9, and paralgra, provide that decisions must
contain an indication of the right to appeal thegidion. If an administrative act contains no
indication of deadlines and a place for appealattyf@eal period is one year instead of one
month.

264. Informative publications have been prepared onsxteadministrative and judicial
review procedures.
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XXIX. OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF ARTICLE 9

265. One of the obstacles to the timely hearing of cés#sat of overloaded courts. If the
process is relatively fast in the authority (depegan the nature of case, two weeks to one
month), the court process can be considerably longious projects are being developed and
implemented to increase capacity of the courts.

266. Sometimes a private person and an institution kiéfferent views on whether a particular
decision can be challenged. Namely, whether tlevagilt decision is only an interim decision
before adoption of the final decision and doescneate direct legal consequences for the
addressee, or it is an administrative act thatoeachallenged.

267. Private persons often want more opportunities fioniaistrative review in order to avoid
necessity to have recourse to the court as legakpdings are associated with additional
expenses.

XXX. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 9

268. General statistics of court activities are avagadrh the Ministry of Justice website
(www.tm.gov.lv). More detailed statistics are gadteby the Court Administration
(www.ta.gov.Iv).

269. The State Environmental Service gathers informatioicases of administrative violations
in the environmental area and uses the Penal Regigtere all violations, punished persons and
applied penalties are listed.

270. In administrative cases which are too complicatedafparty, upon the authority’s or
court’s decision, considering the financial stetéhe individual, his/her representative gets paid
from the State budget in the amount and proceditebkshed by the CM.

271. Administrative process in court is available faoeasonable State fee (20 LVL / €28).
According to APL, Article 128, paragraph 3, a coudnsidering person’s financial state, can
fully or partially release a person from the duypty the State fee. Low-income persons can
apply for State-provided legal assistance, inclgdaepresentation at the court.

272. At administrative proceedings in court the prineipF objective investigation is applied
which, inter alia, provides that in order to determine the truedadta matter, the court shall

give instructions and make recommendations to #éntgipants in the administrative proceeding,
as well as collect evidence on its own initiatitheys reducing the applicant’s expenses related to
the legal proceedings.
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XXXI.  WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF ARTICLE 9

273. www.saeima.lywww.likumi.lv, www.tm.gov.lv, www.ta.gov.lv www.Satv.tiesa.gov.lv
www.tiesas.ly www.reclatvija.lv fee-based http://home.nais.lwwww.lursoft.lv/Isdh
www.latlex.Iv.

XXXIl. CONTRIBUTION OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION
TO THE PROTECTION OF THE RIGHT OF EVERY PERSON OF PRESENT AND
FUTURE GENERATIONSTO LIVE IN AN ENVIRONMENT ADEQUATE TO HISOR
HER HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

274. The Convention promotes public understanding ohiln@an impact on the environment.
This understanding together with widely availaliformation can help to raise public
consciousness and can help encourage environmefniaiidly action. With the better quality
information now available, there is more reasorpidblic involvement in decision-making and
is more difficult to pass decisions with a negatimpact on environmental and public living
conditions. Overall, improved of public understargdand involvement in decision-making is
fostering public development, where public, indnmgng generation’s interests to live in
beneficial environment are considered.

XXXI. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURESIMPLEMENTING
THE PROVISIONS ON GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISMS PURSUANT TO
ARTICLE 6bisAND ANNEX | bis

Paragraph 1 of article 6 bisand:
Paragraph 1 of annex | bis

275. The Republic of Latvia has acceded to the Convaetgiamendment on public
participation in decisions on the deliberate redaato the environment and placing on the
market of genetically modified organisms (GMOsP@fMay 2005 by adopting the law “On
Amendmento the Convention on Access to Information, PuBlicticipation in Decision-
making and Access to Justice in Environmental Msittef 14 February 2008

276. Regulation on access to information and publicipi@étion in the domain of GMO
circulation has been incorporated into Chapter YhefLaw on Circulation of Genetically
Modified Organisms (GMO Law), CM Regulation No.4%egulations Regarding the
Procedures by which Genetically Modified Organisshsll be Released into the Environment
or Placed on the Market, the Procedures for Moimigoand Issuance of Permits, as well as the
Procedures for the Provision of Information Regagdhe Circulation of Genetically Modified
Organisms and Public Involvement in the Decisiokiiig Process” of 26 May 2009 (CM
Regulation N0.457), CM Regulation No.1078 “Methamtpf for the Risk Assessment of
Genetically Modified Organisms” of 22 December 2088icle 8 of the EPL provides public
participation rights in adoption of decisions raliag release of the GMOs into the environment.
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277. GMO Law, Article 3, Paragraph 4, comprises a pplecof public information and
participation which provides that authorities praenpublic education and informing, hear out
and evaluate public opinion regarding issues relaighe circulation of GMOs. Chapter V of
the GMO Law contains provisions on openness andadiéty of information, public
participation in decision-making process, obligatio provide information as well as
requirements for circulation of information.

278. A permit to release a GMO into the environmentlace on the market is issued by the
Food and Veterinary Service (Service) after exationaof the relevant submission.

279. According to CM Regulation No.457, Section 5, teev&e shall post on the website
thereof in the State Information System — intoRegister of GMO Circulation (GMO Register)
- the following information:

(a) environmental risk assessment of the GMOs;

(b) summary information on the release of GMOs itt® environment or placing on the
market;

(c) other documents submitted by a person, to wthehstatus of restricted access has not
been assigned;

(d) the risk assessment report;

(e) the time period by which the public may expréssopinion and provide proposals,
indicating the place of submission thereof;

(f) the decision, including the conditions refertedin the permit on the release of GMOs
into the environment or placing on the market, #redreport on the public opinion;

(9) information regarding the locations for theegsde into the environment of GMOs;

(h) information regarding the locations for thetimation of GMOs;

(i) report on the results of the release into tdrenment or placing on the market
monitoring.

280. A person, who performs activities with GMOs is gklil, in conformity with Article 30 of
the GMO Law, to inform the relevant competent atitles and the public, without delay,
regarding the cases when scientifically substadiapinions regarding the possible adverse
effect of GMOs on human and animal health or therenment have been received, as well as
when the harm has already been caused to humaamnandl health or the environment or there
are direct hazards that such harm could be caosedgative changes in the environment have
been observed in connection with the release oGME©. Similarly paragraph 47 of the CM
Regulation No.457 provides that if informationéseived regarding the adverse effects on
health or the environment caused by the GMOs teleased into the environment or placed on
the market or regarding a prohibited placing onrtfagket of GMOs, the Service shall, within
one day after receipt of information, inform theébfpa thereof.

Paragraph 2 of annex | bis

281. No exceptions have been provided for to the pyditicipation procedure.
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Paragraph 3 of annex | bis

282. According to CM Regulation No.457, Section 5, tleev&e not later than within three
working days after receipt of a submission makeslalle to the public summary information
on the intended release of GMOs into the envirortraeplacing on the market and
environmental risk assessment of the GMOs. Not tatn within three working days after
receipt of a risk assessment report done by then8tic Expert Commission the Service makes
it available to the public.

Paragraph 4 of annex | bis

283. Paragraph 8 of the CM Regulation N0.457 stipultitasthe following information shall
not be considered as confidential;

(a) the given name, surname, address of the péisoa legal person — the name and legal
address);

(b) the description of the GMO, which allows therdification thereof;

(c) the purpose of the release of the GMO, theepta anticipated use thereof;

(d) the monitoring programme and emergency actian;@and

(e) the environmental risk assessment of the GMO.

Paragraph 5 of annex | bis

284. According to Article 27 of the GMO Law competentfzarities provide the public with
information regarding the circulation of GMOs ircacdance with the requirements of the
regulatory enactments regulating the circulatioGdfOs. Transparency of decision-making
procedures and provision of access to the relguaaedural information to the public is
ensured by requirements of the CM Regulation Nq.é45fecially Section 5. (See commentary
to Paragraph 1 of annex | bgsipra, especially the last paragraph.)

Paragraph 6 of annex | bis

285. Paragraph 1 of Article 28 of the GMO Law stipulatiest the public — any natural person,
as well as associations and foundations, havagheto submit recommendations or express an
opinion prior to competent authority issuing a pefior the release into the environment or
placing on the market of GMOs.

286. Any person, within 30 days after putting of th&réssessment report into the GMO
Register, may express its opinion and submit wrigiposals to the Service on the release into
the environment or placing on the market of the GM@Paragraph 46 of the CM Regulation
No.457.)

Paragraph 7 of annex | bis
287. The competent authority involves the public inte tlecision-making process prior to

taking the decision regarding release into therenment or placing on the market of GMOs.
(Paragraph 3 of Article 28 of the GMO Law.)
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288. The Scientific Expert Commission prepares a repoithe public opinion. The Service,
taking into account the risk assessment reportgpert on the public opinion and the proposals
of the Supervisory Council of Genetically Modifi@iganisms, issues a permit or a decision
regarding the refusal to issue a permit, indicatireggrounds for refusal. (Paras. 10, 13 of the
CM Regulation N0.457.)

Paragraph 8 of annex | bis

289. According to CM Regulation No.457, Section 5, teev&e not later than within three
working days after taking of a decision puts ifte GMO Register the following information;

(a) the decision, including the conditions refertedn the permit on the release of GMOs
into the environment or placing on the market, #redreport on the public opinion;

(b) information regarding the locations for theegsde into the environment of GMOs;

(c) information regarding the locations for thetmaltion of GMOs.
Not later than within three working days after iipt¢éhereof the report on the results of the
release into the environment or placing on the etamonitoring is put into the GMO Register.

Paragraph 2 of article 6 bis

290. The requirements are mutually supportive of théyPanational biosafety framework and
consistent with the objectives of the Cartagenadeod on Biosafety to the Convention on
Biodiversity.

XXXIV. OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 6bisAND ANNEX | bis

291. The public not always is provided with sufficiemidbeasy-to-perceive information on the
availability on the market of food products conagnGMOs, consisting of or produced from
them. For example, the relevant information isiciifit to read on the product labelling, not
always the products have been placed separately.

292. Impartial information from independent experts orieonmental risks arising from
particular GMOs is not available.

293. Decisions on placing on the market are taken aEthdevel, thus hampering effective
public participation.

XXXV. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 6bisAND ANNEX | bis

294. To date Latvia has applied precautionary principleelation to the living GMOs. In 2008
the MOE started a three-month electronic opinianesyion the topic Pro or contra GMOs in
Latvia”. 37440 respondents participated in the syand the results clearly demonstrated that
the public in Latvia is against genetically modifimod and would like to see Latvia as a GMO-
free area.
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295. A local government may set a prohibition by issubmgding rules for the cultivation of
genetically modified crops in the relevant admnai8ve territory or in a particular territory
thereof upon its own initiative or on the basisagiroposal of the public, duly informing the
public and consulting therewith in advance of awpof the said rules. (GMO Law, Article 22.)

296. From 1 December 2009 till 8 December 2010 96 adstrative territories (of the whole
109) on the basis of public consultation adoptegisiten on the ban of cultivation of genetically
modified crops.

297. A map and list of local governments which have leahcultivation of genetically
modified crops is available at the websites ofM@E and the Ministry of Agriculture,

298. The MOE has provided organizational and informasiupport to NGOs in organizing
seminars, conferences, press conferences andesets regarding GMOs.

299. On 16 June 2009 an informative seminar — discus€dhOs — risks and benefits” was
organized by the Ministry of Agriculture.

300. When developing the Latvian position on decisi@garding permissions of GMOs to be
decided at the EU level the responsible institu{dimistry of Agriculture) sends the position
for discussioninter alia, to a special working group where environmental®é@re also
represented.

301. No applications for permits have been received &yian authorities regarding release
into the environment or placing on the market of G Consequently, no practical application
of the provisions opublic participation in such decisions has occurred

XXXVI.WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
ARTICLE 6bis

302.

http://www.vidm.gov.lv/lat/darbibas_veidi/gm@.V);
http://www.vidm.gov.lv/eng/darbibas_veidi/gm@&N);
http://www.pvd.gov.lv/lat/lab_izvine/datubzes/daasbar mp
http://www.zm.gov.lv/?sadala=1290.SSS
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